
Freedom Because of the Gospel 
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through him might be saved. 
(John 3:17) 
 
 
The Great Commission was given for believers to spread 
the Gospel message of salvation.  This “good news” 
removes people from darkness into light, changes our way 
of thinking, makes us into “new creations”, and ensures 
eternal salvation from the effects of sin.  The work of 
salvation was completed by the ministry and work of 
Christ; therefore it is fully paid for.   
 
The freshness, the newness, the goodness of the new life 
is so noticeably positive that a new believer is often 
amazed at the difference.  He sees his old ways and 
cannot imagine returning to them.  The simplicity of 
salvation with all of its unique and unparalleled benefits 
causes him to wonder why others don’t accept the truth. 
 
The most obvious hindrance people have to salvation is 
that we are sinners.  Directly connected with this is the 
antagonist Satan, who wants to destroy people by keeping 
them in sin.  Sin has separated man from God and 
prevented him from acquiring eternal life.  In order for a 
person to have eternal life, he needs someone else to 
remove sin from him.  Jesus is the One that came to take 
away our sins (1 John 3:5 “And you know that he was 
manifested to take away our sins”) and to put an end to 
the destruction being accomplished by the devil.   
 
The devil works on man against God; but God provided 
the escape.  The Lord accomplished His objective in the 
life and death of Jesus:  “For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the 
devil” (1 John 3:8).  The “works of the devil” in 1 John 3:8 

is a reference to sin.  In Genesis 3, we find that the devil 
worked from the moment Adam sinned to encourage sin 
in every way possible.  His agenda includes discrediting 
God and separating mankind from God by means of sin.  
In his opposition to God, Satan tempts people to sin, 
incites people to sin, and deceives people.  But if these 
aren’t bad enough, he uses an even more insidious tool to 
keep people from clear thinking:  the fear of death. 
 
According to Genesis 3 sin produces death; death is a 
fearful reality.  The Bible tells us that the devil uses the 
fear of death to keep mankind captive.  In Hebrews 2:14-
15 we find that the devil and death are together and they 
are the ones Jesus came to destroy.  Here, the Lord came 
to break the devil’s power and rescue the devil’s captives.   
 
The purpose of the Lord’s incarnation was to provide 
salvation from sin and its effects.  Jesus acted out the will 
of the Father by living a sinless life and voluntarily dying 
for us because of our sins (Hebrews 10:5-7).   
 
Hebrews 2:14-15 teaches that the Lord’s death (which the 
devil thought was a personal victory) was actually the 
means that God used to destroy the devil’s power and free 
man from bondage (“so that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death”).  This tells us 
that Jesus’ death removed the power that the devil had.  
This does not mean that the devil has no power; it means 
that he has no overcoming power; his power is inferior.  
For this reason people can be saved and believers can 
“resist the devil and he will flee” (James 4:5). 

 
What power did the devil have?  According to Hebrews 2, 
he had the power of death.  Think about this:  by 
encouraging Adam and Eve to sin, the devil was a 
murderer from the beginning.  This wickedness caused 
man to die physically (Hebrews 9:27), to die spiritually 
(Ephesians 2:1), and to die eternally (Romans 6:23).  



Essentially, the devil is a roaming murderer!  It is his 
desire to devour man (1 Peter 5:8). 

 
Death is terribly frightening to man, and it was introduced 
by the devil.  He constantly threatens man with it.  Man 
knows the wrath of God on sin and is afraid; the devil 
gladly reminds man of this dreadful condition (making 
God appear to be only a condemning Judge), and 
apparently works on man’s mind to think that God is “out 
to get him” or at least that if we look to God we will die. 

 
This was even true with Adam and Eve.  When they 
sinned, they knew what they had done and their first 
response to God was one of fear:  they hid from God 
(Genesis 3:8, 10).  Fear is a natural response when sin is 
exposed. 
 
This is precisely what happens when we talk to sinful man 
about the Gospel.  In order to understand the Gospel, a 
person needs to know why he needs salvation (which is 
why we explain death, hell, and judgment).  Most people 
don’t want to discuss it; many will admit they don’t even 
want to hear it!  Thus the devil keeps man in spiritual 
confusion so that man fears to look beyond his current 
state.  He suggests that if a person goes to God, then God 
will crush him in his spiritually sorry state. 

 
Is this how God responds to man’s foolishness and sin?  It 
is true that God will punish sin.  But if we notice God’s 
response in Genesis 3, we find that God is displeased with 
man’s sin, and must allow the punishment to unfold; but 
the Lord also provides, protects, and promises “good 
news”. 
 
When we give someone the Gospel, we need to be aware 
that the non-believer is confused and fearful.  Sin, 
judgment, and death are frightening realities that almost 
nobody wants to face.  But the Gospel gives a fuller story 

than just the facts of sin.  The “good news” we speak 
about is the hope of salvation through the finished work 
of Jesus.  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 
 
The Lord’s victory (through Jesus’ death and resurrection) 
removes man from the bondage and condemnation of sin 
so that anyone that believes does not need to fear the 
effects of sin that he was under prior to salvation:  “There 
is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).  Salvation does not lead us 
into the dreadful presence of the Lord but into the loving 
forgiveness of the Lord.  Because of Christ, even death 
cannot separate us from God’s love (Romans 8:38-39); nor 
does the grave itself have any sting (1 Corinthians 15:55)! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Genesis 3:6-8 
 

6  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that 

it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, 

she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her 

husband with her; and he did eat. 

7  And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they 

were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves 

aprons. 

8  And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden 

in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 

presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. 

 

 

 

John 3:14-21 
 

14  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 

the Son of man be lifted up: 

15  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

eternal life. 

16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life. 

17  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but 

that the world through him might be saved. 

18  He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth 

not is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of 

the only begotten Son of God. 

19  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and 

men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

20  For every one that does evil hates the light, neither comes to the 

light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 

21  But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be 

made manifest, that they are wrought in God. 


